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Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), a single oil or gas well requires 1,184 
loaded trucks to start production, 353 loaded trucks a year to maintain production, and 
another 997 loaded trucks every few years to re-frack the well.10 The agency estimates 
the total cost to the state from drilling damage is an additional $4 billion a year just 
to maintain the roads. The increase in traffic and damage to local roads also increases 
the number of fatalities around fracking sites. For example, in 2012 the Eagle Ford 
Shale area experienced a 40 percent increase in fatalities according to TxDOT.11 While 
the county roads feel the cost of boom, the funding formulas that the state uses to 
distribute road maintenance funds give the counties little revenue to work with to deal 
with the damaged roads.

In 2013, the approximately 4,000 taxing entities in Texas levied around $45.3 
billion in property taxes, an increase of about 5.9 percent from the year before. A little 
over half of that ($24.9 billion) was levied by school districts, while counties collected 
about $7.6 billion and cities brought in another $7.3 billion. The remaining $5.5 billion 
in taxes were levied by a wide range of special districts.12 As Figure 13.2 reflects, while 

  TABLE 13.1    Texas State Taxes by Source, Fiscal Year 2015

2015 Revenue
Percentage of Total Tax 

Revenue
Percentage of All Sources of 

Revenue

Tax Collections

Sales tax $28,910,857,486   55.90% 26.40%

Motor vehicle sales/rental taxes   $4,514,186,360     8.73%   4.10%

Motor fuels taxes   $3,446,156,816     6.67%   3.10%

Franchise tax   $4,656,286,107     9.00%   4.30%

Insurance taxes   $2,049,417,265     3.97%   1.90%

Natural gas production tax $1,280,409,939     2.48%   1.20%

Cigarette and tobacco taxes   $1,532,414,267     2.97%   1.40%

Alcoholic beverages taxes   $1,138,775,576     2.20%   1.00%

Oil production tax $2,879,054,654     5.57%   2.60%

Utility taxes   $480,765,529     0.93%   0.40%

Hotel tax   $525,819,090     1.02%   0.50%

Other taxes     $272,733,754     0.53%   0.20%

Total taxes $51,683,059,891 100.00%   47.20%

Source: Texas Comptroller, “Revenue Sources for Fiscal Year 2015,” http://www.texastransparency.org/State_Finance/Budget_Finance/Reports/Revenue_by_
Source/ (accessed July 29, 2016).

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding.


